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School of the American Negro, and re-
ceived her master’s degree in elemen-
tary education from Hunter College. 

As an academic, writer, playwright, 
avid traveler, and elementary school 
teacher, Sallie B. Howard has used her 
vast array of talents and expertise to 
make a lasting impact on our Nation’s 
children. 

She is an active member of St. John 
AME Zion Church. 

Mr. Speaker, the founder and execu-
tive director of the Howard School, Dr. 
JoAnne Woodard, remarks of Mrs. 
Howard that she is a ‘‘phenomenal 
woman who inspires us to be our best.’’ 

I ask my colleagues today to join me 
in celebrating Sallie B. Howard’s 100 
years of life and recognizing her self-
less service to humanity. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF POLICE OFFICER SCOT FITZ-
GERALD 

(Mr. LAHOOD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of a policeman 
who was tragically taken from us too 
soon. 

In my district of South Jacksonville, 
Illinois, Police Officer Scot Fitzgerald 
was on duty on the evening of Friday, 
March 4, responding to a call for med-
ical assistance, when his car was hit by 
an ambulance. The 32-year-old father of 
two passed away several hours later. 

In his funeral procession, hundreds of 
citizens and admirers came to remem-
ber the officer who had personally 
aided them in times of need. 

Sobering events like this remind us 
that our law enforcement officers put 
their lives on the line when they put on 
their uniforms. 

I offer my prayers and condolences to 
Officer Fitzgerald’s family, his wife, 
and his two young children, a 4-year- 
old boy and a 4-month-old girl, as they 
grieve their loss. 

I also want to offer my sincere grati-
tude to all of our law enforcement offi-
cers for their crucial role in keeping us 
safe. 

The community of South Jackson-
ville has set up a scholarship fund for 
his children and also a memorial 5K 
run in his name. I applaud these dis-
plays of compassion. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage the citizens 
of my district and elsewhere to con-
sider supporting these efforts. 

I would ask, at this time, that the 
House rise to pay tribute to Officer 
Fitzgerald for his public service. 

f 

TRI-FAITH INITIATIVE 

(Mr. ASHFORD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ASHFORD. Mr. Speaker, as I 
rise, my prayers are with the victims 
of the terrorist attacks in Brussels. 

Today, I would like to pay tribute to 
a multifaith religious organization 

that rises above the divisive elements 
in our Nation and around the world. 
Each day, Omaha’s unique Tri-Faith 
Initiative makes it clear that what 
unites us far outweighs what divides 
us. 

The Tri-Faith Initiative is made up 
of Jewish, Christian, and Islamic reli-
gious groups practicing respect, ac-
ceptance, and trust. Omaha’s Temple 
Israel, Countryside Community 
Church, and the American Muslim In-
stitute literally work side by side to 
realize the dream of three houses of 
worship on adjacent land. 

In three-part harmony, Tri-Faith 
strives to challenge stereotypes, learn 
from each other, and counter the 
flames of fear and misunderstanding. 
This initiative couldn’t come at a more 
critical time in our history. 

America’s greatness begins with its 
diversity. I am beyond proud that my 
hometown is home to this most impor-
tant melting pot. Jews, Christians, and 
Muslims working and praying side by 
side, that is America. 

f 

b 1215 

PRESIDENT’S BIZARRE TRIP TO 
CUBA 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, in a letter to the President, 
House Foreign Affairs Committee 
Chairman ED ROYCE revealed, ‘‘Since 
your administration announced nor-
malized relations with Havana, the re-
gime’s repression of basic human rights 
has gone from bad to worse. In the first 
2 months of 2016 alone, the Cuban Com-
mission for Human Rights has docu-
mented a staggering 2,588 political ar-
rests. In spite of this, reports suggest 
that you will soon announce’’ ‘‘more 
one-sided concessions that will serve to 
shore up the communist Castro re-
gime.’’ 

While visiting Havana, the President 
supports plans to end the embargo, yet 
ignores the fact that increased trade 
will not reach the Cuban people. It will 
benefit the Cuban military and intel-
ligence agencies which have stolen 
Cuba’s most profitable industries. The 
President’s bizarre legacy has led to 
more repression as the failed socialist 
dictatorship is propped up. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and may the President, by his actions, 
never forget September the 11th in the 
global war on terrorism. 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to 
the people of Belgium and Prime Min-
ister Charles Michel as the global war 
on terrorism continues. 
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VICTIMS OF GUN VIOLENCE 

(Mr. PETERS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, Jackson-
ville, Florida, November 13, 2015: Travis 

James Hiatt, 49 years old; Hayden Rose 
Hiatt, 5 months old; Kayden Reese 
Hiatt, 5 months old. 

Glendale, Arizona, February 23, 2016: 
Vic Buckner, 50; Kimberly Buckner, 49; 
Kaitlin Buckner, 18; Emma Buckner, 6. 

Roswell, New Mexico, August 21, 2015: 
Mere Contreras, 31 years old; Shelly 
Bird, 25; Damon Oswald-Newman, 19. 

Indianapolis, Indiana, February 20, 
2014: Walter Burnell, 47; Jacob 
Rodemich, 43; Kristy Mae Sanchez, 22; 
Hayley Navarra, 21. 

Chesapeake, Virginia, January 27, 
2016: Doris Dooley, 74 years old; Lori 
Dooley, 54; Todd Dooley, 50; Landon 
Dooley, 22; Brooke Dooley, 17. 

Oakland, Maine, November 4, 2015: 
Amanda Bragg, 30 years old; Michael 
Muzerolle, 29; Amy Derosby, 28. 
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IN MEMORY OF ANN PRIDE 
(Mr. HILL asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in honor of the life of Ann Pride, a be-
loved daughter of Arkansas and a good 
friend. 

Ann served as the director of Federal 
Government Relations at Entergy, 
where she had been employed since 
1991. She worked closely with the en-
tire Arkansas delegation to support en-
ergy programs for low-income Arkan-
sans. 

Ann dedicated her life to serving the 
people of Arkansas and previously 
served as staff to Representative Bill 
Alexander and Senator David Pryor, 
first during his term as Governor of Ar-
kansas and later in the United States 
Senate. 

Ann had a friendly demeanor and was 
well respected among the Arkansas del-
egation and on both sides of the aisle. 
She was a consummate professional. 

Her knowledge and experience were 
indispensable to her fellow colleagues, 
and I know that she will be greatly 
missed by those who had the privilege 
to know her. 
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DEMOCRATS OUTPERFORM 
REPUBLICANS ON ECONOMY 

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of 
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New 
York. Mr. Speaker, Republicans often 
claim that they can manage the econ-
omy better than Democrats, but the 
facts show something very different en-
tirely. 

Research by economists Alan Blinder 
and Mark Watson finds that, by vir-
tually every measure of economic 
growth and economic health, including 
GDP growth and job creation, the econ-
omy has performed better under Demo-
cratic Presidents than Republican 
Presidents. 

Alan Blinder and Professor Watson 
put it simply: ‘‘The U.S. economy per-
forms much better when a Democrat is 
President than when a Republican is.’’ 
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